
Tattoos? Piercings? Protect Your Child from Hepatitis B
Did you know that there is a vaccine that may prevent your child from developing a serious illness?   Especially if your child is getting a tattoo or body piercing, you should make sure that your child is protected against hepatitis B infection.   

Anyone can get hepatitis B. Injecting drugs and having unprotected sex increases the risk, but the infection can be spread from unclean tattooing or body piercing equipment, sharing razors, or accidents and injuries involving blood. Over 15 percent of new hepatitis B infections in New York State last year occurred in people 15 to 25 years old. 

Although the New York State school immunization law requires hepatitis B vaccination or a legal exemption, there are some students who were missed by this requirement. This group of students includes students in 8th and 9th grades who transferred to a New York school after 7th grade. You should check your child’s immunization record to see if she/he received all three doses.
Unvaccinated youth may be participating in high-risk behaviors that put them at increased risk of becoming infected with hepatitis B virus.  Examples of these high-risk behaviors are:

· Getting tattoos

· Getting body piercing (ears, eyebrows, navels, etc.)

· Having unprotected sex

· Working at jobs that expose them to human blood

· Traveling to countries where hepatitis B is common

· Illegal drug use

Hepatitis B virus has a strong connection with liver cancer; this vaccine may be the first vaccination to prevent a type of cancer.

If you are concerned and want to protect your child from infection with hepatitis B virus, please make the arrangements for your child to receive these immunizations this school year.

It takes three hepatitis B vaccinations to provide protection.  If you child has already had one or two doses, s/he doesn’t need to start over, no matter how long ago the other shots were received.  Even if s/he still needs all three shots, all of them can be completed this school year.  If your health insurance does not cover the costs of vaccinations at your primary clinic, your child is eligible for low-cost vaccinations through the Tompkins County Public Health Department (call 607-274-6616 for information about clinic times and dates).  In addition, some schools offer vaccinations at school – check with your school nurse.

Don’t wait - make your appointment today.

-Information compiled by the Dakota County Public Health Department.

Adapted by the Alcohol & Drug Council of Tompkins County, 6/09.
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